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Delaware Traffic Fatalities



Outline
• Safe System Approach
• Traffic Calming Design Manual (TCDM) Updates
• Implementing Traffic Calming through the Development 

Coordination Process



Safe System Approach

• Reduce the severity of conflicts 
between all road users

• Modify travel speeds to match 
roadway conditions

• Reduce impact forces so that 
collisions are never deadly

Objectives
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What is Traffic Calming?

“The primary purpose of traffic calming is to support the livability and vitality 
of residential and commercial areas through improvements in non-motorist 

safety, mobility, and comfort. These objectives are typically achieved by 
reducing vehicle speeds or volumes on a single street or a street network. 

Traffic calming measures consist of horizontal, vertical, lane narrowing, 
roadside, and other features that use self-enforcing physical or psycho-

perception means to produce desired effects.”

- FHWA Traffic Calming ePrimer



Traffic Calming Design Manual
• The latest version of the TCDM was adopted in April 2025



DelDOT Traffic Calming
• The TCDM was developed to:

• Provide administrative procedures needed to evaluate and implement traffic 
calming measures

• Provide guidance on applications for traffic calming
• Provide guidance on geometric design, signing, and pavement marking 

related to traffic calming measures

• Often used to retrofit existing roadways
• Goal for new developments/redevelopments

• Achieve traffic calming objectives from the start

“In new developments, developers may choose 
to incorporate traffic calming measures into the 

design of their projects, or traffic calming 
measures may be requested by DelDOT, through 

the review and approval process.” – DelDOT 
TCDM
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Traffic Calming Measures

Horizontal 
Measures

Vertical
Measures



Realigned Intersection Traffic Circle & 
Mini-Roundabout

Lateral Shift Chicane

Horizontal 
Traffic Calming Measures
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Corner Extension / 
Bulbout Partial Closure

Choker Median Island

Horizontal 
Traffic Calming Measures



Road Diet / Roadway 
Reconfiguration Forced Turn Islands

Diagonal Diverters Intersection Barriers

Horizontal 
Traffic Calming Measures
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Traffic Calming Measures

Horizontal 
Measures

Vertical
Measures



Speed Humps Speed Cushions

Vertical
Traffic Calming Measures
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Speed Tables &
Raised Crosswalks Raised Intersections

Goal: Design 
roadways so 

these devices are 
not necessary



Eligibility for Vertical Measures

Roadway Functional Classification

Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT)

Speed Limit & 85th Percentile Speed

Snow Removal Route Designation

New flowchart procedure to determine eligibility based on…..

NEW



Vertical Speed Control
Devices (VSCDs) Flowchart

NEW
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Where else have we seen 
Traffic Calming before?

• DelDOT Development Coordination Manual (DCM)



Implementing Traffic Calming 
through the Development 

Coordination Process
• Curb speeding before it’s a problem 
• Switch from reactive to proactive
• Design for low-speeds, creating safer and more livable communities
• Quick wins for developments:

• Design narrower roadways 
• Curvilinear instead of long tangent sections
• Reduce the number of intersections
• Cul-de-sacs
• Minimum/variable setbacks
• Replace four-way intersections with roundabouts
• Redesign roadways leading up to the development entrances for reduced speeds 
• If long tangent sections cannot be avoided, incorporate traffic calming devices



Example 

No long tangent 
sections

Cul-de-sac

Median island and 
reduced entrance width

Narrow roadways



So….Why should we implement 
Traffic Calming in our plans?

• Traffic calming and speed management can:
• Improve safety and walkability/bikeability

• Improved safety and walkability/bikeability can:
• Increase desirability and potentially property values

• Designs with fewer intersections can:
• Mean more lots, less impervious area, and lower costs
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